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Marrakesh International Poetry Festival
Le Festival International de la Poésie de Marrakech
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Speech by Mr. Mohamed Mehdi Bensaid,
Minister of Youth, Culture and Communication

Since the announcement in January 2024 of the official opening of the cele-
bration program for the city of Marrakech as the capital of culture in the Islamic
world, under the high patroage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, cultural, ar-
tistic, literary, and intellectual activities have been taking place on a daily and al-
most regular basis. Various parties from within Marrakech and outside it partake
in the dynamics of this event, for the celebration the Red City is a matter of great
importance to all Moroccans intent on promoting the cultural radiance of this
great city. Marrakech has woven together various aspects of Islamic culture, as
well as forms of tangible and intangible heritage, stressing throughout its history
the significant role it played in consolidating Moroccan and human civilization.

The Ministry of Youth, Culture, and Communication, along with its partners,
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and the
Marrakech City Council, appreciate the massive participation and the great re-
ceptivity regarding the various organized activities. These activities have suc-
cessfully drawn attention to culture as a means of enhancing the symbolic
wealth of cities and metropolises where culture and the arts have become vital
necessities.

Marrakech is not only a city of saints and men of God, but also a city of poets
and refined men of letters who have helped broaden the horizons of dream and
imagination. This is the reason why poetry had to mark its presence and take
part in the celebration of this poetic metropolitan city which, throughout its
long history, gave birth to and sustained prominent poets in all forms of poetic
expression, languages, and styles. Indeed the poets belonging to this city have
played a significant role in enriching not only Moroccan poetry but the broader
Arab and global poetic corpus as well.

Greetings to Marrakech, the poetic city which whenever mentioned brings
to mind the name of the great poet, Mohammed Ben Ibrahim, the only Moroc-
can who shared in the title of the City since he became known as the poet of the
Red City.

On behalf of the Ministry of Youth, Culture, and Communication, | would like
to welcome all the guests of the Marrakech Poetry Festival : poets, critics, transla-
tors, artists, and journalists. | wish them a pleasant stay and hope they enjoy the
beauty of our historical monuments and the magic venues where they will per-
form their poems, meanwhile evoking the history and culture of the Kingdom of
Morocco which goes centuries back in time.

Welcome all;

Welcome to poetry which, here in Marrakech amid its spacious squares, bri-
ght sun, and soaring palm trees, proceeds to build bridges of brotherhood and
love between the different parts of the Islamic world.

Welcome into your country. And peace be upon you
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Speech by the poet Mourad El Kadiri
president of the House of Poetry in Morocco

We gather today on the occasion of a glorious cultural and poetic moment which is
the celebration of Marrakech as the Capital of Culture in the Islamic World for 2024. This
event takes place under the high patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, and fits
into the program of Cultural Capitals in the Islamic World, supervised by the ISESCO. The
goal of the program is to promote the importance of culture in the development of ci-
ties. This is a well-deserved gesture since Marrakech, with its abundant cultural heritage,
was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1985, while its renowned square, Jemaa
el-Fna, was acknowledged as an oral intangible heritage in 1997.

As a matter of fact this great poetry event would not have been possible without
the enthusiastic responce of our honored guests coming from various countries to pay
tribute to poetry in a city that cannot be mentioned without evoking its role in enri-
ching Moroccan, Arab, and global poetry, with prominent poetic figures such as poet
Abdelkader Hassan, author of «Dreams of Dawn» published as early as1935, and sub-
sequent generations of poets. These have contributed to the realization of our poetic
dream and helped refine artistic sensibilities birthed in Jemaa el-Fna square, and ripened
in the shade of lofty palm trees, turning thus the city into a haven for poetry and poets
throughout the centuries.

Over the course of 3 days Marrakech will enjoy poetry readings and performances
in venues that exude history and civilization such as Bahia Palace, Badi Palace, and the
tomb of poet Al-Mu'tamid Ibn Abbad, to whom the festival will dedicate a symposium
in appreciation of his faithfulness to poetry throughout his turbulent life that fluctuated
between power, joy, and tragedy. The festival will host a second symposium on “Poetry
and Sufism,” as a highlight of Marrakech'’s role in the Moroccan Sufi tradition and its sta-
tus as a home for a number of ascetic and righteous celebrities. In this respect the festival
proposes the organisation of a “Spiritual Tour” which will follow in the footsteps of the
seven saints of the city of Marrakesh and visit their shrines and sites.

During this festival, we proudly showcase two poetry competitions that celebrate
the blossoming poetic voices of the future, alongside the Poetry Caravan organized in
solidarity with the young victims of the September 8, 2023 earthquake in Al Haouz, to
promote their love of books and encourage them to embrace literature as a friend.

On behalf of the House of Poetry in Morocco, | would like to extend our gratitude to
Mr. Mohamed Mehdi Bensaid, Minister of Youth, Culture, and Communication, as well as
to the ISESCO and the Marrakech City Council for their support of poetry and its inclusion
as an integral part into these celebrations,
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- Dr. José Miguel Puerta, “The Palaces of Seville between Al-Mu’tamid’s poetry and the pres-
ent”;

- Dr. Ahmed Hashim Raissouni, “Al-Mu’tamid Ibn Abbad, Poems across two banks.”

- Dr. Abdeddine Hamrouch, “Moroccan poems in the Poetry of Al-Mu’tamid Ibn Abbad;

- Dr.Suleiman Al-Qurshi “Al-Mu’tamid Ibn Abbad: A bouquet of Eternal Poetry”

Symposium moderaror : Dr. Abdelaziz Lahouidak.

11 AM: Al Muniya of Marrakesh Association

Speech of Mr. Jaafar Kansoussi, president of Al Muniya of Marrakesh Association

Musical interlude with artist Mustapha Rihani

Session 2 of Poetry readings with the participation of poets:

Issa Makhlouf (Lebanon), Mbarka Bint Al-Baraa (Mauritania), Muhammad Amin Diop (Sen-

egal), Hassan Ouazzani (Morocco)

o Moderator: poet Rachid Moumni.

7 PM: Bahia Palace: Session 3 of Poetry readings with the participation of poets:

Nigar Hassanzadeh (Azerbaijan), Ahmed Belhaj Ait Ouarham (Morocco), Fatoumata Keita

(Mali), Ahmed Al Ajmi (Bahrain), Aminur Rahman (Bangladesh), Soukaina Habiballah (Mo-

rocco).

Moderator: poet Nabil Mansar.

Traditional Concert featuring the Malhoun music performed by the Abdellah Chilh Asso-

ciation of Malhoun Lovers.

Sunday, April 28, 2024.

10 AM: Ancient Medina. Spiritual tour (Visiting the tombs of the seven saints of Marrakesh),

guided by art photographer Ahmed Bensmail.

4.30 PM: Mausoleum of Al-Mu’tamid Ibn Abbad in Aghamat.

Music interlude with artist Khalid Badaoui

Session 4 of Poetry readings with the participation of poets:

Ahmed Al-Falahi (Yemen), Ahmed Qaran Al-Zahrani (Saudi Arabia), Muhammad Aziz Lahsi-

ni (Morocco), Mbaraka Bint Al-Baraa (Mauritania), Abdulkader Omar abdulkader (Yemen),

Amal Akhdar (Morocco).

o Moderator : poet Jamal Ammach.

7 PM : El Badi Palace.

Session 5 of Poetry readings with the participation of poets: Fatoumata Keita (Mali), Malika

El Assimi (Morocco), Mbaraka Bint Al-Baraa (Mauritania), Bejan Matur (Turkey), Nigar Has-

sanzadeh (Azerbaijan).

Announcing the winners the University Students’Poetic Creativity Award, in cooperation with

Cadi Ayyad University.

o Moderator : poet Mounir Serhani.

9 AM : Traditional Celebration featuring the Daqqa Marrakchia music performed by the

Art Association Afousse BABA.
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The World Poetry Festival in Marrakech
Thursday, April 25, 2024
Arrival of Festival guests
3 PM: Meeting of the jury for the High School Students’ Poetic Creativity Award, in coopera-
tion with the Marrakesh-Safi Regional Academy of Education and Training.
5 PM.: Meeting of the jury for the University Students’ Poetic Creativity Award, in cooperation
with Cadi Ayyad University.
Friday, April 26, 2024.
10 AM: College of the Arabic Language.
The first Festival symposium on “Poetry and Sufism,” with the participation of professors:
- Dr. Moncef Abdelhaq, “The Beauty and Magic of the Sufi Vision,”
Dr. Abdelilah Benarafa, “Mystical Poetry, Deciphering Divine Knowledge according to Ibn
Arabi,”
Dr. Ahmed Al Shahawi, “Symbols and Signs of Sufi Poets”
- Dr. Touria Igbal “In the Beginning was Poetry”
Dr. Latifa Meskini “The Non-said in the Sufi Poetic Experience,’

Dr. Khaled Belkacem “The Poetic Dimension in the Sufi Experience”

Symposium Moderator : Dr. Ahmed Kadim, Dean of the College of the Arabic Language.

7 PM: Bahia Palace. Official opening ceremony of the Festival.

- The speech of Mr. Mohamed Mehdi Bensaid, Minister of Youth, Culture and Communica-
tion;

- The speech of Dr. Salem bin Mohammed Al-Malik, Director-General of the Islamic World
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO);

- The speech of poet Mourad Kadiri, President of the House of Poetry in Morocco;

- Tribute to Palestinian poet Ghassan Zaqtan (Palestine)

8 PM : Session 1 of Poetry readings with the participation of poets:

Ghassan Zaqtan (Palestine), Malika El Assimi (Morocco), Ahmed Al Shahawi (Egypt),

Bejan Matur (Turkey), Adam Fathi (Tunisia), Ali Al Bazzaz (Iraq) .

- Announcing the winners of the High School Students’ Poetry Creativity Award, in coopera-
tion with the Marrakesh-Safi Regional Academy of Education and Training.

- Donating a poetry library to the shelter centers that assist El Haouz students affected by the
September 8, 2023 earthquake.

- Traditional Music Concert featuring the Gnawa band, led by artist Abdelkebir Marshan

o Moderator of the opening ceremony: poet Najib Khoudari.

Saturday 27 April 2024:

10 AM: College of the Arabic Language.

The second Festival symposium: “Al-Mu’tamid Ibn Abbad, Aspects and Dimensions,” with the

participation of professors:
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O9S yLialf of yadall
Participating poets

Ghassan Zaqtan (Palestine)

Ahmed Qaran Al-Zahrani (Saudi Arabia)
Malika El Assimi (Morocco)

Adam Fathi (Tunisia)

Ali Al Bazzaz (Iraq)

Bijan Matur (Tiirkiye)

Ahmed Belhaj Ait Warham (Morocco)
Fatoumata Keita (Mali)

Ahmed El-Shehawy (Egypt)
Embaraka Bint Al-Baraa (Mauritania)
Ahmed Al-Ajmi (Bahrain)

Hassan El Ouazzani (Morocco)

Issa Makhlouf (Lebanon)

Aminur Rahman (Bangladesh)
Mohamed Aziz El-Hussaini (Morocco)
Ahmed Al-Falahi (Yemen)

Soukaina Habib Allah (Morocco)
Nekar Hasanzade (Azerbaijan)
Mohamed Amin Job (Senegal)

Amal El Akhdar (Morocco)

Abdelkader Omar Abdelkader (Djibouti)
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Et si nous faisions le plein ?

Et si nous faisions le plein ?
Le plein damour et de romance
Pour mieux soigner nos dmes ravagées

Par les vents violents des jours poussiéreux !

Et si nous faisions le plein ?

Le plein de nos coeurs malmenés par les échos
malheureux

Douloureuses vibrations de ces moments sans

idylle !

Et si nous faisions le plein ?
Le plein de force de résilience
Pour croquer ces jours de terreur

Que lon veut maitresse de nos fantaisies

Et si nous faisions le plein
De photos, de tableaux, de réves, damour,
De rires et de folies

Pour mieux réver nos lendemains ?
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Festival publications
Secrets of the walls

From the poetic memory of Marrakesh

The primary goal of the book From the Poetic Memory of Marrakesh is to showcase the talented poets
of this ancient city and their evocative descriptions of its rich history as one of the leading cities in the
Islamic West which did solidify its status as a center for politics and culture. From ancient times, the
city has been a stronghold for sultans and royalty, and a hub for legal minds and learned individuals.
It has also been a sacred abode for the virtuous, hermits, and Sufi mystics who have found divine
proximity within its walls.

As for the people of poetry, they had a strong bond with Marrakech, whether they were born and raised
there or came as immigrants from other cities and regions, especially Al-Andalus. They all aimed to
accentuate its strengths and portray its current state and situation in light of the transformations taking

place then in Morocco. Indeed, the city’s political, social, and cultural landscapes were intertwined,
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reflecting its ongoing dynamic events and changes.

Our aspiration at the House of Poetry in Moroocco, in releasing this poetry selection on the occasion
of the designation of Marrakesh as the capital of culture in the Islamic world, is to lay the groundwork
for publishing a comprehensive anthology that embraces all types of experiences, sensitivities, writing
styles and languages. This project is intended to be a driving force for researchers, enthusiasts, and
poets to preserve the poetic heritage of their own cities. By undertaking this endeavor, poetry will
be able to circulate more freely and establish a connection between its present and past, opening up

possibilities for reinterpretation within new cultural and poetic contexts.
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The Spiritual Tour

A visit to the tombs of the seven saints of Marrakech in their established order, in honor of
the guests of the World Poetry Festival in Marrakech to help them get a glimpse of the spiritual

identity of the city and have an idea about the life of each saint.

Marrakech has many names, but the name «City of Seven Men» remains deeply ingrained in
the daily, emotional and cultural usage of of both its own residents and all Moroccans as a
whole. Researchers attribute the origin of this name to the fact that several prominent scholars

and Sufis lived in the city and contributed significantly to the dissemination of political, intel-

lectual, and educational knowledge among its populace. These include: Yusuf Ibn Ali Sanhaji,
Ayyad Ibn Musa al-Yahsubi, Abu al-Abbas al-Sabti, Muhammad Ibn Suleiman al-Jazouli, Ab-
dulaziz al-Tabaa, Muhammad Ibn Ajall al-Ghazwani, and Abdurramn al-Darir.
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The Joy of Marrakech

- -y Commemorating Marrakesh as the capital of culture in the Islamic world is a

- |
"JJ recognition of its poetic aspect and the bright prospects it holds. Hence, the

| W House of Poetry in Morocco decided to initiate two poetry writing contests in
L!: order to inspire and motivate young poets to explore their creative potential.
Both poetry contests are named “The Joy of Marrakesh,” as the joy of poetry
is accessed by maintaining its light, radiant and guiding the way for those on the journey.
The first contest focuses on high school students’ poetic creativity, and is a collaborative effort
between the House of Poetry in Morocco and the Regional Academy of Education and Trai-
ning in the Marrakesh-Safi region. The results of this contest will be announced at the Bahia
Palace during the opening ceremony of the Marrakesh International Poetry Festival on April
26, 2024.
The second contest focuses on university students’ poetic creativity and is a collaborative effort
between the House of Poetry in Morocco and The Cadi Ayyad University. The results of this
contest will be announced at El Badi Palace during the closing ceremony of the Marrakesh
International Poetry Festival on April 28, 2024.
The jury of two competitions consists of a select group of poets and critics, chosen by the
House of Poetry and its partners, as part of their cultural and poetic mission to perpetuate the

joy of poetry in he thearts of the new generation ignited with poetic passion.
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Solidarity poetry caravan

An initiative launched by the World Poetry Festival in Marrakech to support 2,800 stu-
dents displaced from the earthquake-hit Al Haouz region on the night of September 8,
2023. These were relocated to the city of Marrakesh to continue their studies, and were

housed in 12 urban centers.

The main focus of the initiative is to set up 12 poetry libraries, each equipped with 200
publications from the House of Poetry in Morocco as well as other publications. This
will provide moral relief to the students affected by the earthquake, helping to ease their
wounds and pain, and creating a sense of solidarity in their struggles, as they witness the

Festival guests empathizing with their personal and familial pain.

T
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Musical moments
The Marrakesh International Poetry Festival offers a blend of traditional and contemporary musical

performances to complement the poetry evenings. This is a unique opportunity to discover the diverse

musical landscape of Morocco, highlighted by the sounds of Gnawa music ( Abdelkebir Marchan), the
Malhoun music (Abdellah Chilh Association of Malhoun Lovers), and the Dekka Marrakchia (Art Asso-
ciation Afousse BABA), together with the paricipation of artists Khalid Badaoui and Mustapha Rihani.
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directed by poet Hassan Najmi and edited by critic Khaled Belkacem. The ma-
gazine has now reached number 34, and is published with the support of the
Ministry of Youth, Culture and Communication (Cultural Sector). The House has

also its own online presence at www.albayt.ma.

On June 29, 1998, the House of Poetry in Morocco made a significant request to
UNESCO to establish a World Poetry Day, and on November 15, 1999 UNESCO
in response proclaimed March 21 as World Poetry Day.

The House of Poetry is a founding member of the International Poetry website
in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, and has partnered in many of its publications. It
is also a member of the Arab Awards Forum headquartered in the Saudi Arabian
capital city. Furthermore, it has established partnerships and cooperation agree-
ments with various cultural, academic, and educational institutions to promote the

presence of poetry in public spaces, media, and daily life.

The House of Poetry in Morocco convened its final general assembly on July 24,
2022 in Rabat, where Mourad Kadiri was re-elected as president for a second term
until July 2026. The assembly also formed an executive committee body that ope-

rates according to the traditions of volunteer work comprised of:

- Rachid Moumni: Vice President;

- Khaled Belkacem: Secretary General and editor-in-chief of “Al-Bayt” maga-
zine ;

- Latifa Meskini: Deputy Secretary General;

- Najib Khoudary: Treasurer;

- Fouad Chardoudi: Deputy Treasurer;

- Hassan Najmi: Advisor in charge of the Argana International Poetry Award;

- Nabil Mansar: Advisor in charge of cultural programming;

- Hassan Moukhafi: Advisor in charge of relations with academia;

- Jamal Ammach, Advisor in charge of relations with educational institutions;

- Abdelslam Moussaoui: Advisor in charge of public relations and communi-

cation;


http://www.albayt.ma
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The House of Poetry in Morocco

« The House of Poetry in Morocco is an independent civil cultural association

created on April 8, 1996.

Its sole mission is the promotion and support of poetry. This means that its pri-
mary objective revolves around recognizing poetry as a form of human creative
expression and advocating for the protection and preservation of the dignity of

poets.

The House of Poetry in Morocco endeavors to spread the sense of fellowship
among poets and elevate the value of poetry to counter the threats the latter

faces.

The House of Poetry in Morocco has made significant contributions to the
cultural landscape by organizing poetry-related activities and producing works
that have gained recognition nationally, across the Arab world, and worldwide.

These include:

- The Poetic Saturday;

- The Evening of the Moroccan Poet;

- The Evening of the Moroccan Crtic;

- The Academic Conference;

- World Poetry Day celebrations;

- The House guests;

- The International Poetry Festival;

- The African Poetry Festival in Rabat;

- The Argana Poetry International Award;

- The publication of «Al-Bayt» magazine and a comprehensive anthology of mo-
dern Moroccan poetry, as well as poetry books, critical studies, and transla-

tions to and from Arabic.

The House of Poetry in Morocco publishes a quarterly magazine called «Al-Bayt®»,
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Email : contact.idam@minculture.gov.ma
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